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years to accomplish what has been done. But the credit belongs to
a multitude of unknown workers who fired by the religious nature
of the movement spontaneously took up temperance work. I wish
that such glorious work had not been marred by the wanton and
violent burning of liquor shops in Bombay. Let me hope that all
trace of compulsion will be removed from the reform and that we
shall soon see an India become voluntarily dry.
IMPLICATIONS OF REMOVAL OF UNTOUGHABILITY
I take the following from the letter of a Bengali friend:
You have placed the removal of untouchability in the fore-front of
the programme of national work. But you have not, so far as I am aware,
given any clear explanation as to what exactly you intend it to mean.
The question of intermarriage apart, it may be taken to mean any one
of three possible courses. It may mean either not considering the
touch of a man ceremonially unclean or agreeing to take water at his
hands or not refusing to partake of food, more particularly rice, prepared
by him.
I can generally answer the question by saying that removal
of untouchability means disappearance of a fifth caste. It therefore
does mean at least that mere touch of a man shall not be regarded
as a pollution. The so-called untouchable should enjoy the same
freedom that the touchables do. Generally speaking therefore
water handled by the erstwhile untouchable will not be regarded as
polluted. Removal of untouchability does not include partaking of
rice or other food cooked by the untouchable or any other. That
is a matter of reform in the institution of caste and not covered by
the programme about untouchability. Restrictions about mar-
riage and inter-dining may be undesirable and may require modi-1
fication. But I do not regard them as a blot upon Hinduism, as I
do untouchability. The latter puts a class of human beings beyond
the pale of social service and therefore is an inhuman institu*
tion.
Young India, 1-12-1921